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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Applicant's response filed October 20, 2008 has been received. Claims 27-46 
are now pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. Claims 27-33,38-42,44-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as 
failing to comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in 
the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use 
the invention. The intermediate formation of the product is shown in figures 3 and 4. 
The final step of the product, the crimped step, is shown in figure 5. Applicant's have 
not shown how the intermediate product has separate utility (or is separately 
patentable) from the final product. Therefore, it is unclear where the polygonal inner 
perimeter portions and clipped ends are in the final product. For purposes of appeal 
and rejection of the claims, it is the final product shown in figure 5 which will be given 
most weight. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 27-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over JP 
1 01 93944 (JP '944) in view of Sugita et al. '381 . 
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Regarding claims 27-43 JP '944 shows in figure 3 a collar for a stabilizer bar but 
lacks a showing of the first and second inner polygonal portions (shown in the area of 7 
in JP '944) formed adjacent to the first and second clipped ends with the first and 
second portions having second and third surfaces that are non-perpendicular to a first 
surface. 

Sugita et al. '381 is relied upon to show it is notoriously well known in the art to 
provide the inner perimeter portions of the collar with projections as shown at 22 to 
prevent slippage. Although not applied, also see the ribs of 5 in Domer. Note the 
shapes of the projections. 

It would have been obvious to the ordinary skilled worker in the art at the time of 
the invention to have provided the inner semi-circular perimeter portions of JP '944 with 
projections, as shown at 22 in Sugita et al., so that the collar of JP '944 may be used 
with different stabilizer bar configurations. Note that providing the collar with these type 
of projections would then meet the claimed limitations, discussed above. 
5. Claims 27-30,33-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over JP '437 in view of JP '944 and Sugita et al... 

Regarding claims 27-43 JP '437 shows in the embodiments of figures 4-6 a 
collar(s) closely resembling applicant's. 

Lacking is a showing of the clipped areas and the semi-circular inner perimeter 
portion (in figure 5, but shown in figure 6) and the clipped ends. However note the 
pinched areas in the final step shown in figure 6. 
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The reference to JP '944 teaches the clipped ends as shown in figure 3. It also 
shows an inner semi-circular perimeter. 

The reference to Sugita et al. is relied upon as described above for showing the 
trapezoidal shaped projections at 22. 

One having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention would have found 
it obvious to have provided JP '437 with such clipped ends, as taught by JP '944, simply 
to make the crimping process easier (as shown in figure 6), to adapt the collar to 
different stabilizer bar arrangements, or to accommodate a different type of crimping 
tool. It also would have been obvious to have provided the inner perimeter portion of JP 
'437 with projections as taught by Sugita et al. to more firmly secure the collar to the 
rod, or to adapt it to different rods. 

With respect to claim 34 the modifications are with respect to the embodiment of 
the collar shown in figure 4. 

6. Claims 31 -32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over JP 
'437 in view of Sugita et al.. 

This rejection is relied upon as explained in the previous paragraph. 
Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 27-46 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

The 1 12 first paragraph rejection is maintained because it is unclear from the 
specification what separate utility the intermediate product shown in figures 3 and 4 has 
with respect to the "after-crimped", or in-use condition, shown in figure 5. Or to use the 



Application/Control Number: 10/680,986 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3657 

language of MPEP 806.05(J) how is the intermediate product mutually exclusive, or 
distinct, from the final product shown in figure 5. Presumably, the device of figures 3 
and 4 would be shipped to a parts supplier in this form. Applicant's have not made this 
clear. 

The examiner maintains the rejection of JP 944 in view of Sugita et al. '381 since 
it is abundantly clear that such a modification to JP '944 with the trapezoidal shaped 
projections shown by Sugita would meet all of the claimed requirements. 

Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher P. Schwartz whose telephone number is 
571-272-7123. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 10:30-7:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rob Siconolfi can be reached on 571-272-7124. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Christopher P. Schwartz/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3683 

1/29/09 



